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803-734-3672 or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office
of Diversity and Civil Rights, 1875 Century Boulevard, NE,
Atlanta, GA 30345; 404-679-7080/7148.
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DENNIS WILDLIFE CENTER
(DWC)

What We Do

Operated by the South
Carolina Department of
Natural Resources (SCDNR), this

fish hatchery is one of five in South Carolina
serving a vital role in the management of our
state’s fishery resources. The DWC is a warm
water fish hatchery, meaning it produces a
variety of fish species that do best in summer
water temperatures of 75 to 85°F. These

species include striped bass, hybrid striped

bass, bluegill and redbreast to help support
recreational fishing. DWC also produces robust
redhorse fingerlings for restoration stocking.
DWC produces approximately 5 million fish
annually for stocking in South Carolina’s public
lakes, reservoirs and rivers. .

History .

Phase | of DWC construction was completed

in 1973 with funds from the SC General
Assembly and Anadromous Fish Funds from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The first
phase included the administrative building,

fish holding house and 35 half-acre ponds.
Phase Il construction was completed in 1978
and included an administration building
enlargement and construction of a maintenance
building, dormitory, 2 onsite residences and 20
additional one-acre ponds. In addition to the
two major construction phases, facilities have
undergone renovations when
funds were available.

The DWC is the office
headquarters for several
SCDNR projects including regional

fisheries management, wildlife management,
diadromous fish project and DWC hatchery
staff. Various agency functions are held ot the
DWC and facilitated in the 30-person meeting
room located in the office complex.

Construction of rearing ponds at DWC made
possible the rearing of juvenile striped bass
fingerlings. Subsequent stocking of these fish
created and continues to support a multi-million
dollar striped bass fishing industry in South
Carolina. The DWC produces approximately
3.5 million striped bass annually for stocking
in South Carolina’s public lakes, reservoirs
and rivers. An inside fish holding facility is
also located at DWC. This building contains
fiberglass tanks and concrete raceways and is
used to temporally hold batches of fish prior
to stocking, provide tank space for fisheries
research projects and grow out various fish
species to advanced sizes. e
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Hatchery Facts

Species Reared: striped
bass, hybrid striped bass,
redbreast and robust redhorse

Number of Ponds: 55 productions ponds
comprised of 35 half-acre ponds and 20 one-
acre ponds

Fish Holding Facility: 14 fiberglass tanks
ranging from 4 to 8 feet in diameter and 6
concrete raceways

* Water Source: DWC ponds are supplied with

water from Lake Moultrie. The fish holding
facility can utilize well water or surface water
from Lake Moultrie.

Acres of Water: 37.5 acres for production

Hatchery Production Cycle

Ponds are filled within a week pric
striped bass larvae at a rate of 15
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ponds are drained into a basin w
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required throughout growing seas
accomplished through the use of
algaecides and herbicides.



